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Prosperity Campaign of Central Florida
Sample Newsletter Articles
Audience: Employers/Managers

Length: Brief

Heart of Florida United Way (HFUW) is pleased to continue its successful Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) initiative, the Prosperity Campaign of Central Florida. The EITC is a federal tax credit for low-income individuals and families. This tax year, hard-working Central Floridians may qualify for a tax refund of up to $5,657 through the EITC. It is a way to effectively give employees a raise at no cost to your organization.

Working families in our community have claimed more than $1 billion in EITC refunds in the last four years. However, each year millions of dollars of EITC refunds go unclaimed in Central Florida because people are unaware that the EITC exists. 
To address this, HFUW is mobilizing resources to educate the business community as well as potential recipients about this important program. Here are four FREE ways your company can participate this year:

1. Include EITC “statement stuffers” in your payroll and W-2 mailings. Or include an electronic version in a mass email to your employees.
2. Attend an information session. A series of free information sessions will be hosted by HFUW for management, supervisory and human resources professionals to discuss who qualifies for the EITC and how it’s administered.
3. Schedule an EITC presentation for your managers or staff at your place of business. 
4. Ask your IT department to link the Prosperity Campaign webpage to an appropriate page on your website.  
If an employee qualifies and has already filed their taxes, they can re-file for this year and the last three years to claim their refund. That could result in more than $19,000 for the employee!

For additional information about the EITC and a full list of information session dates – or to request statement stuffers, register for a session, or schedule a presentation – please email Brittany Richards, Senior Manager of Community Investment, at brittany.richards@hfuw.org. Information is also available at www.hfuw.org. 
Audience: Employers/Managers

Length: Full

Heart of Florida United Way (HFUW) is pleased to continue its successful Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) initiative, the Prosperity Campaign of Central Florida. The EITC is a federal tax credit for low-income individuals and families, and HFUW needs your help to promote this important credit. This tax year, hard-working Central Floridians may qualify for a tax refund of up to $5,657 through the EITC. It is a way to effectively give employees a raise at no cost to your organization.
Because of support from hundreds of other Central Florida employers and agencies, working families in our community have claimed over $1 billion in EITC refunds in the last four years. With hundreds of thousands of Central Floridians eligible to receive refunds, the economic impact on individual lives and on our community is tremendous.

However, each year millions of dollars of EITC refunds go unclaimed in Central Florida because people are unaware that the EITC exists. The IRS estimates that as many as 25% of eligible families fail to claim the credit they deserve. To address this, HFUW is mobilizing resources to educate the business community as well as potential recipients about this important program, which government sources say has lifted more people out of poverty than any other federal-aid plan.
In these trying economic times, your support of HFUW’s EITC outreach is needed now more than ever. Here are four ways your company can participate this year:

1. Include EITC “statement stuffers” in your payroll and W-2 mailings or any other communications you have with your employees in November through February. These stuffers fit neatly in a regular business-size envelope and promote the EITC and free tax preparation sites (in both English and Spanish). Statement stuffers will be ready for delivery beginning in November. You can also include an electronic version in a mass email to your employees.
2. SAVE THE DATE! Attend an information session. A series of free information sessions will be hosted by HFUW for management, supervisory and human resources professionals to discuss who qualifies for the EITC and how it’s administered. All sessions are held at Heart of Florida United Way and include a complimentary continental breakfast. Dates include:
Wednesday, December 9, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, January 15, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Monday, February 8, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

3. Schedule an EITC presentation for your managers or staff at your place of business. HFUW can address your managers or staff directly by making a presentation at your office. 
4. Ask your IT department to link the Prosperity Campaign webpage to an appropriate page on your website. If you have an employee Intranet or webpage, you can add a link directly to the HFUW Prosperity Campaign website.
Among other EITC qualifying factors, an employee’s income in 2009 cannot exceed:
If the employee is SINGLE…

· $13,440 with no qualifying children 

· $35,463 with one qualifying child

· $40,295 with two qualifying children

· $43,279 with three or more qualifying children

If the employee is MARRIED filing jointly…

· $18,440 with no qualifying children

· $40,463 with one qualifying child

· $45,295 with two qualifying children

· $48,279 with three or more qualifying children

If an employee qualifies and has already filed their taxes, they can re-file for this year and the last three years to claim their refund. That could result in more than $19,000 for the employee!

To request statement stuffers, register for an information session, schedule a presentation or obtain additional information, email Brittany Richards, Senior Manager of Community Investment, at brittany.richards@hfuw.org. Information is also available at www.hfuw.org. 
Audience: Potential Recipients
Length: Brief

This year, hard-working Central Floridians (and those who worked at any time in 2009) may qualify for a tax refund of up to $5,657 through the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). Get the tax refund you deserve – for FREE!
Claim the EITC and file your taxes at one of over 30 FREE tax preparation sites located throughout Central Florida. Don’t spend hundreds of dollars filing your taxes when you can file for free and receive 100% of your refund quickly and easily – usually within 10 days!

To qualify for the EITC you must meet some requirements, including:

· Have earned income from employment or self-employment (at any time in 2009)
· Have a valid Social Security number
· Must be a U.S. citizen or resident alien all year, or a nonresident alien married to a U.S. citizen or resident alien and filing a joint return
And your income in 2009 must be less than:

If you are SINGLE…

· $13,440 with no qualifying children 

· $35,463 with one qualifying child

· $40,295 with two qualifying children

· $43,279 with three or more qualifying children

If you are MARRIED filing jointly…

· $18,440 with no qualifying children

· $40,463 with one qualifying child

· $45,295 with two qualifying children

· $48,279 with three or more qualifying children

If you qualify and have already filed your taxes, you can re-file for this year and the last three years to claim your refund. That could result in more than $19,000 for you!

To learn more about the EITC and find a FREE tax preparation site near you, visit www.hfuw.org or simply dial 2-1-1. 
